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Vaccination Policy - Keeping Us All Safe 
By Sheila Anthony 

On October 5, 2021, a motion was passed by Stewards and Session requiring 

all persons 12+ years of age who enter the sanctuary and other spaces within 

the church provide proof of double COVID-19 vaccination. When you enter the 

building, you will be asked for your Proof of Vaccination, identification, or  

Exemption. Please note that once this information is recorded, you will not be 

asked again. If you are bringing a guest to the church, please ensure they  

provide this information also. 

 

Our policy is not intended to exclude anyone from participating in worship  

services. The upper hall is still available for those who wish to watch the  

service. Our services are also available on-line through our website. 

 

In addition, our renters and other groups who use the church have been  

informed of our policies. As per an update sent to these groups ñ You are  

responsible for ensuring those in attendance of your event or meeting adhere 

to all Province of Ontario regulations, and have shown proof of vaccination, a 

valid vaccination exemption, or a negative COVID-19 test result within the last 

48 hours.ò 

 

As the pandemic situation in Ontario continues to evolve and change, our  

policies may also have to be updated. For now, we do this to keep all of us 

safe! If you have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

one of the Ministry Team ( Rev. Catherine Oxenford-Grant, Rev. Ian Mackay, 

or Sheila Anthony). 

 

Blessings to you all,  

 

The Ministry team. 
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Scripture: 1 Tim 2:4 -6 ï Theme: Freedom from Oppression & Tension 
 
We donôt often talk about the Pastoral Letters of Timothy or Titus or have 
them to study, so here we go.  
 
We all struggle with past hurts and often our minds and bodies are in a 
state of inner tension and stress.  Some of us are battling addiction,  
disease, loneliness or grief, to name just a few examples.  There are 
many thought patterns and behaviors that keep us from feeling totally 
free and at peace.  These circumstances are addressed in the Pastoral 
Letters of 1, 2 Timothy and Titus.  
 
Background:  Early tradition and the greetings of the Pastoral Letters  
(1, 2 Timothy; Titus) lead us to believe that Paul is the author.  Paul had 
already instructed one of his closest associates, Timothy, to care for the church at Ephesus while he, Paul, 
went to Macedonia.  Paul didnôt believe that he would return to Ephesus soon so he wrote these two letters to 
Timothy with instructions concerning the care of the churches.  These letters were, no doubt, intended to be 
read to the whole church in Ephesus.  The time frame for these letters is about AD 64, when Nero was  
emperor of Rome.  
 
The New International version of 1 Timothy 2:6  says that Jesus ñgave himself as a ransom for all people.ò  
The Greek word for ransom is antilytron  which means a purchase price for liberation from oppression.  All of 
us have probably felt overwhelmed at some time or another in our lives.  Life can be hard and many of us 
have experienced circumstances, particularly during these past 18 months of the Covid-19 pandemic, that 
have resulted in us feeling burdened, abused, exhausted, angry, or that somehow weôve been taken  
advantage of.  If we feel this way over a long period of time, it canôt help but affect our emotional, spiritual and 
physical health.  So how can we move past this oppressed state?  
 
Purpose:  Paulôs letter to Timothy says that God has provided a way.  God can free us from anything that 
keeps us from experiencing a whole and healthy life.  God loves us so much that Jesus was sent to save us 
from ourselves, our sins and our weaknesses.  This salvation means that all can live in Godôs abundant and 
eternal life.  
 
Context:  The major problem in the Ephesian church was a heresy  (contrary opinion) that combined several 
practices directly opposed to Christianity.  This letter tells the Ephesians that prayers should be offered for all 
people, that all ñmay live peaceful and quiet lives in godliness and holiness.ò [1Tim 2: 2b]  The letter  
continuesé ñFor there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who 
gave himself as a ransom for all people.ò [1 Tim 2: 5] 
 
Lesson:  God has done the hard part.  The part of believers is to believe deep in our hearts.  We then claim 
the truth and follow the light that is Jesus Christ. Dark energies, sometimes referred to as Satan, or the óevil 
oneô, would like us to hold on to these past hurts and thoughts while keeping this oppressed state of mind.  
This doesnôt help any us and indeed, it keeps us from feeling free.  Thatôs not the way it has to be and itôs not 
what God wants.  ñGodéwants all people to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth.ò [1 Tim 2: 4] 
Johnôs gospel says ñThen you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.ò (John 8: 32}  The theme  
running through both these Pastoral Letters and all four Gospels is that belief in a Redeemer and Sustainer, 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit working in our lives, cannot help but free us from oppression.  
 

(Continued on page 8) 

Bible Study for October 
By Rev. Catherine Oxenford-Grant 
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Church Finances 
Our Local Expense givings for the month of September was $7,853.50.  Our expenses 
for the same period was $12,262.49 leaving us with a shortfall for the month of 
$4,408.99  This leaves us with a deficit of $18,110.38 in this fund. 
 
Mission and Service givings to the end of September were $5,881.00. 
 
We welcome all donations either by cheque or by Etransfer to don@donaldcoleman.com.  We express thanks 
to all who have continued to support us either through PAR other donations. 

A Prayer for Broken Dreams 
Written by Rev. Catherine  

 
Gracious and Holy One, help me to repaint  

the landscape of my life in light.   

Mix me warm colors to replace the dark.   

Remind me gently, as I feel quite fragile 

that all is not lost.  

There will always be a sun behind the clouds  

and whether I see it or not, your love remains  

and that is a blessing I can count at all times.  
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Wishing everyone  who celebrated  

a birthday in September , and who celebrates in October   

a very happy birthday!  

 

Happy birthday to you, happy birthday to you.   

May Godôs richest blessings fall upon you! 

 

Hilda Warren  September 6th  

Ed Asselstine  September 25th  

 

Jane Mackay  October 8th  

From the pen of the poet, 

John Keats  
Submitted by Rev. Catherine  

To Autumné 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,  

Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun,  

Conspiring with him how to load and bless  

With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;  

To bend with apples the mossed cottage-trees,  

And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;  

To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells  

With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,  

And still more, later flowers for the beesé 

Keep Your Newsletters!! 
By Linda Brown 

Our newsletter  is glossy, colourful and provides us with lots of information about life and the workings of our 

church community.  Of special note are the profiles of various folk who are or have been in attendance at  

Trinity.  We hope you have learned a thing or two that you didnôt know before, about someone who may be 

sitting in the pew behind or in front of you.  Early in the year 2022 we are going to challenge your memory in a 

little quiz based on these monthly profiles. 

 

So hang onto your newsletters and reread them carefully.  Watch this space for more information in 2022.  

Spoiler Alert �± there will be a prize!  


