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Ah, the tales I could tell!! 

 

Allow me to introduce myself:  I am the Trinity 

United Church, nestled in the heart of Verona.  My 

walls have stood tall and proud for many years,  

witnessing the ebb and flow of time and the lives of 

those who have passed through my doors.  I was 

born out of the dreams and aspirations of a small 

but dedicated assembly. 

 

Over the decades, I have seen countless  

weddings, baptisms, and funerals.  I have been a  

sanctuary for those seeking solace, a beacon of 

hope in times of despair, and a place of celebration 

during moments of joy.  My pews have held  

generations of families, each leaving their mark on 

my history. 

 

In recent years, I have embraced change while 

honoring my past.  My assembly has grown and 

evolved, with the addition of the members from  

St. Paul’s in Harrowsmith, welcoming new faces 

and new traditions.  I have become a hub for the 

community events.  I enjoy the yarns of the Twisted 

Knitters Group, and in the cozy corners of the 

church the Trinity Quilters gather with their needles 

and threads, weaving not just quilts but the  

tapestry of laughter and camaraderie.   

 

As I look to the future, I am filled with hope and 

gratitude.  I am more than just a building; I am the 

living testament to the enduring spirit of the people 

of Verona and surrounding area.  My story is their 

story, and I am honored to continue being a part of 

their lives. 

 

So dear visitor, as you walk through my doors, 

know that you are stepping into a place rich with 

history and affection.  I am the Trinity United 

Church, and my story is far from over. 

 

Excerpt from The Frontenac News article  

January 16, 2025 written by Kelli McRobert. 

CELEBRATING 140 YEARS! 

http://www.h-vpastoralcharge.org
mailto:office@h-vpastoralcharge.org


Although we are currently without a permanent minister, our members of Session have been  

faithfully finding Ministers to provide ongoing pulpit supply for our weekly Sunday Services. 

 

Here is a little biography about each of them: 

 

Rev. Ian Mackay 

Ian was born and raised in a family that cherished values that are central to 

the development of social, cultural, spiritual strength and well-being.  In his 

later years of schooling, Ian chose to affirm these values which for him,  

expressed itself in the call to ministry, a ministry set in place and granted to 

him by the United church of Canada.  It was within the structure and 

strength of the United Church that he has completed 40 years of full-time 

ministry in varied parts of the country, ever grateful for the opportunity to 

serve congregations and communities in needful ways.   

 

Rev. Micheline Montreuil 

Micheline began to answer the call to ministry in 1992 when she became a 

Licensed Lay Preacher.  The call to ministry for her continued when she  

studied at the Centre for Christian Studies from 1993-1998.  She was  

commissioned in 1998 by London Conference.  In 2009, Micheline  

graduated from Queen’s Theological College with a Bachelor of Theology 

degree.  She has served 4 communities of faith over the course of 26 

years.  She retired for the first time in 2018 after 20 years of ministry.  She 

felt called back to active ministry in 2019 and retired a second time in 

2024.  In her retirement she is a Minister in Voluntary Association (MVA) 

with the Parham United Church where she does occasional pulpit supply.  She is also enjoying  

doing pulpit supply with Trinity. 

 

Rev. Catherine Oxenford-Grant 

Rev. Catherine is a retired ordained minister who has served the  

congregations of Parkdale United Church and Glencairn United Church in 

Ottawa, as well as Rideau Pastoral Charge, Harrowsmith-Verona Pastoral 

Charge and Wall Street United Church in Brockville.  She is a professional  

musician and loves to preach! 

HAVE YOU MET OUR WORSHIP TEAM? 



Rev. Job Van Hartingsveldt 

Job and Jacqueline are both Dutch born but grew up in St. Catharine's,  

Ontario where they married and had four children. After High School, 

Job was educated in horticulture and greenhouse management. He then 

worked in this field for about fifteen years, before moving to Pictou County, 

Nova Scotia where he worked at the Michelin Tire plant. During that time he 

became a lay preacher, but ignored the call to ministry for about eight years. 

When he could no longer ignore that cal, at the urging of family and friends, 

he was accepted to study at McGill University/Presbyterian College where he 

received his BTh and MDiv degrees. He served Presbyterian Churches in 

Sudbury, Kingston, and Belleville (from where he retired).  

 

Tracy Kent-Hillis 

Tracy became interested in ministry in 2014 and pursued a Licensed Lay  

Worship Leader (LLWL) certification with the United Church of Canada.  

While completing her career in health care leadership, she pursued  

theological education through the Atlantic School of Theology, graduating in 

2025 with a Master of Arts in Theology and Religion.  Tracy is a member of 

the ministry team for the Odessa Pastoral Charge and the East Camden  

Pastoral Charge where she provides weekly part time pulpit supply as a lay 

worship leader.  After her retirement from nursing, she describes herself to 

being a full-time grandmother, and lover of theology.  She is passionate 

about bringing the world of God to the people and enjoys the opportunity to lead worship here in the 

Harrowsmith-Verona Pastoral Charge. 

TRINITY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Local Expenses 

 Income (Givings and Rental Income)    $ 41,632.02 

 Expenditures                                         $ 40,286.39 

 

Mission & Service 

 Givings  $ 2,648.85 

 

Building Fund 

 Expenditures (Bell Tower and Side Steps)  $ 18,735.40 

 

A big thanks to all for your generosity and support over the last 5 months. 



Wishing everyone who has celebrated and will  

celebrate a birthday in the upcoming months a very  

happy birthday! 
 

Happy birthday to you, happy birthday to you.   

May God’s richest blessings fall upon you! 

 
Rev. Ian Mackay May 1

st
 

Joan Steele May 13
th

 

Sharon Sole May 14
th

 

Clara Clow May 17
th

 

Carl Pritchard June 11
th

 

Alice Kennedy June 16
th

 

Ardith Wolsey August 14
th

 

If you know of someone who could  

benefit from a card being sent to them,  

please call Leona Andrew  

at 613-214-0427 or  

leona_andrew@yahoo.ca 

A FUN ADVENTURE AWAITS! 
For a number of years, Camp Quin-Mo-Lac has 

provided young people the opportunity to build 

strong social skills, increased independence,  

enhanced self confidence, and lasting  

friendships. 

 

Unlike the structured, achievement-focused  

academic year, camp offers a stress-free  

environment where kids can try a wide variety of 

activities, allowing them to find new hobbies and 

talents.  Trying new, challenging activities like 

archery, canoeing, or performing in a skit helps 

children step out of their comfort zones.   

Research, including studies from the University 

of Waterloo, shows that camp significantly boosts 

a child’s self-esteem and resourcefulness.  

We recently ran a 

campaign looking 

for financial support 

to help send  

2 youth to camp 

Quin-Mo-Lac this 

summer, and we are very pleased we have  

succeeded.  A student from Prince Charles  

Public School Verona, as well as a youth from 

our very own congregation will be heading to 

camp this summer.   

 

We are excited for the new adventures, and 

friendships they will have. 



This month we celebrate the 

church life of long-time Trinity 

attendees Ed and Wanda  

Asselstine.  In fact, Ed proudly 

possesses a Trinity Sunday 

School Certificate dated 1939. 

So if there is someone who 

knows this church and it’s  

congregation inside out from 

long association, it’s Ed.  

 

When Sunday School spaces 

were needed downstairs at one 

point, Noreen Peters said that 

Ed was there to lend a hand in 

making them ready to use.  In 

fact for a while, Ed was one of 

the Sunday School teachers; 

some of you may even have 

gone through his class.  When 

we needed chefs for our Steak 

Dinners, Ed manned one of the 

BBQ’s out in the church parking 

lot.  Ed also did a stint in the 

church choir and mentioned  

being in a Quartet, directed by 

the redoubtable Carol Ramer.  

Wanda’s brother Gil McMahon 

sang alongside Ed, as well as 

Catherine Steele and Bill Wat-

son.  Ed said the quartet got a 

lot of help from Dorothy  

McCullogh (Reynolds) as well.  

 

We have all seen the results of 

Ed’s handiwork in keeping our 

church beautiful.  Before the 

church doors were painted, he 

meticulously sanded and 

stained them  As for the  

Administrative side of Trinity, for 

years Ed chaired the Board of  

Trustees and spent time as a 

member of Session, though 

early on, a lot of committees 

met together which seemed to 

work fine  . For the last  

several years, Ed has been our 

faithful “doorman” at the  

Community breakfasts Trinity 

hosts each January.  He gives a 

warm welcome to all, whether 

familiar to him, or strangers.   

 

It is a little known fact, that 

Wanda and Ed have known 

each other since grade one!  

They were married in 1956 in 

the church.  Wanda  

contributed her church service 

sitting on the  Committee of 

Stewards , and giving behind 

the scene support to many of 

our endeavours.  The  

Asselstine’s feel “one hundred 

percent” supportive of our  

congregation and its ministry.  

Proof of their devotion to Trinity 

is their constant attendance at 

Sunday worship, rain or shine, 

pandemic or no pandemic.  

Leading by example has been 

Wanda and Ed’s quiet  

contribution to the fabric of  

Trinity United Church, Verona.  

 

In the last few years, Wanda 

has been a resident of the  

Trillium Care facility on Edgar 

Avenue in Kingston.  Her dearly 

beloved Ed has travelled back 

and forth daily to spend the 

mealtimes with Wanda.  Finally 

this year, Ed has chosen to 

move into an apartment  

downstairs in the Trillium facility 

where  is always close to 

Wanda.  If you have driven by in 

Verona, you may have seen the 

“For Sale” sign on the  

Asselstine’s lawn, a melancholy 

but practical decision; a  

circumstance that many of us 

older folk may face or have 

faced already.  But faithful to his 

Trinity Church community, Ed 

drives out almost every Sunday 

to continue worshipping in the 

church to which he and Wanda 

gave so much time and energy 

for so many years.   

CELEBRATING ED AND WANDA 



If you have missed any of our 

church services, 

 you can view them from our 

website online. 
 

https://www.h-vpastoralcharge.org/

onlineservices.htm 

At our Annual Congregational Meeting on  
Sunday February 22

nd
, we decided to close the 

church for the month of August, beginning on  
August 2

nd
. 

 
As we are all aware, we have been finding either 
pulpit supply or alternate activities to make sure 
that we have excellent leadership in our weekly 
Sunday services.  
 
This closure allows us all a much needed break 
and gives us a chance to do some minor  
renovations and upgrades to our facility. 
 

We hope that you can  

respect our decision and  

will be refreshed and  

eager to get back to “the  

family” beginning on  

September 6
th
. 

 

Should anyone need Pastoral Care during our 

closure, please contact Rev. Ian Mackay at 

613-374-3691 or contact the church office at 

613-374-2777. 

August Church Closure 

CHURCH 

TEMPORARILY 

CLOSED 

AN UPDATE ON THE SATELLITE FOOD BANK 
We are now serving on average 25 households 

each month.  

 

We are about to try including a fully cooked meal 

as an option, with the ingredients included as a 

take-home package for clients to cook for  

themselves. 

 

At this point, our usual Trinity hamper programs 

will not be provided as the clients are now being 

served by Southern Frontenac Community  

Services and other agencies such as the  

Salvation Army. 

 

As Trinity will be closed in  

August, we are asking that you 

increase your June and July 

donations to help the summer 

Food Banks.  Suggestions will continue to be 

printed in our weekly bulletin. 

 

Thanks to everyone for their amazing support for 

this venture. 



WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday June 7 Church Anniversary and Farewell Potluck 10:00 am 

Sunday June 14 Communion Sunday 10:00 am 

Sunday June 21 Rev. Heidi De Jonge 10:00 am 

Sunday June 28 Rev. Catherine Oxenford-Grant 10:00 am 

Sunday July 5 Tracy Kent-Hillis 10:00 am 

Sunday July 12 Rev. Ian Mackay 10:00 am 

Sunday July 19 Rev. Catherine Oxenford-Grant 10:00 am 

Sunday July 26 Rev. Micheline Montreuil 10:00 

All of August Church is Closed for the Month  

September 6 Rev. Micheline Montreuil 10:00 am 

September 13 Rev. Catherine Oxenford-Grant 10:00 am 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY  
We are pleased to announce that a new Church 

Directory will soon be published.  We are aiming 

to have this completed for the fall. 

 

Our church family continues to grow and change, 

and an updated directory will help us stay  

connected, care for one another, and strengthen 

our sense of community. The directory will  

include current contact information for members 

and adherents, making it easier to reach out, 

share news, offer support, and build meaningful 

relationships within our congregation.   

In the coming months, we are asking everyone to 

review and confirm their contact details to  

ensure accuracy.  Please make sure your  

information is submitted and up to date.  

The directory will be intended for internal church 

use only by church members. 

 

We look forward to sharing the completed  

directory with you and continuing to grow  

together in faith and fellowship. 

 

If you have any questions or need to update 

your information, please contact Sharon Sole 

at 613-539-1070 




